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You are looking at the 2022 issue of the Key figures of Statbel. 

As the Belgian statistical office, Statbel wants to meet the information needs not 
only of the public authorities, but also of citizens, enterprises, researchers and 
journalists, by providing them with continuously updated data and statistics on 

our country’s situation. 

As we have seen during the recent crises in our country, informed political decisions must 
be based on objective and high-quality data, public statistics and scientific research. Data 
on health, demography, economy, labour market, social indicators such as the risk of 
poverty or the consumption behaviour of the Belgians, ... have played an essential role and 
will remain crucial in the years to come. 

These Key figures, in the form of graphs, maps and tables, give a clear overview of the 
statistics of Statbel and what is going on in Belgium, in the regions and in the municipalities. 

Of course, this paper publication is a snapshot at a specific moment in time. Of course, 
you can always visit our website to find the latest figures on each theme. Statbel.be 
provides you with new statistical results daily in different types of publishing, from simple 
statistical tables to interactive dashboards and open data. We also keep you informed of 
all the interesting figures and results we publish on our social media and in our weekly 
newsletter. 

I wish you an exciting discovery of our country in figures!

Philippe Mauroy
Director General a.i.
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In 2021, Belgium’s population grew by 62,770 

inhabitants to 11,584,008 Belgians or, in 
percentage terms, by 0.54%. This growth 
rate is twice as high as last year, when 

the COVID-19 crisis caused a slowdown of this 
growth.

This is largely due to a strong positive 
international migration balance. In addition, 
there is again a positive natural balance. 
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Less than 3% of all inhabitants of the EU live in Belgium. On 1 
January 2022, there were about 450 million inhabitants in the 27 
EU Member States. In terms of inhabitants, Belgium is the eighth 
largest country in the European Union. Before the Brexit in 2020, 
the United Kingdom was the third largest country. Now Italy has 
taken that place.

BELGIUM IN THE 
EUROPEAN UNION 
1/1/2022

EU-27 446,828,803

DE Germany 83,237,124

FR France 67,842,582

IT Italy 58,983,122

ES Spain 47,432,805

PL Poland 37,654,247

RO Romania 19,038,098

NL Netherlands 17,590,672

BE Belgium 11,584,008

EL Greece 10,603,810

CZ Czechia 10,516,707

SE Sweden 10,452,326

PT Portugal 10,352,042

HU Hungary 9,689,010

AT Austria 8,978,929

BG Bulgaria 6,838,937

DK Denmark 5,873,420

FI Finland 5,548,241

SK Slovakia 5,434,712

IE Ireland 5,060,005

HR Croatia 3,879,074

LT Lithuania 2,805,998

SI Slovenia 2,107,180

LV Latvia 1,875,757

EE Estonia 1,331,796

CY Cyprus 904,705

LU Luxembourg 645,397

MT Malta 520,971

UK United Kingdom (*) 67,081,000
(*) data from the Office for National Statistics, 
 situation on 25/06/2021
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Belgium is a densely populated 
country. Wallonia is the most 
spacious: 217 inhabitants per 
square kilometre. In Flanders, 
this is more than double: 
492 inhabitants per square 
kilometre. The Brussels-
Capital Region is the most 
densely populated region: 
7,528 inhabitants per square 
kilometre, or 35 times as many 
as in Wallonia.

BELGIUM:  
POPULATION ON 1/1/2022

Since 1831, the Belgian population has grown 
steadily: from just under 4 million then to over 
11.5 million now.   

Population since 1831
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Province 
of Limburg
Hasselt

885,951 inhabitants 
365 inhabitants/km2

1,110,989 inhabitants

Province 
of Liège
Liège

288 inhabitants/km2

291,143 inhabitants

499,454 inhabitants

Province of 
Luxembourg 
Arlon

Province of Namur 
Namur

65 inhabitants/km2

136 inhabitants/km2

1,886,609 inhabitants

Province of 
Antwerp
Antwerp

656 inhabitants/km2

1,209,011 inhabitants

Province of West 
Flanders
Bruges

378 inhabitants/km2

1,543,865 inhabitants

Province of East 
Flanders
Ghent

513 inhabitants/km2
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8 Flemish Region 

6,698,876 

Brussels-Capital 
Region 
1,222,637

of which German-
speaking Community  
78,604

Walloon Region 
3,662,495 

Population in
absolute figures 

1,222,637 inhabitants 

Brussels-Capital 
Region

7,528 inhabitants/km2

1,173,440 inhabitants

Flemish Brabant 
Leuven

554 inhabitants/km2

409,782 inhabitants

Province of 
Walloon Brabant 
Wavre

373 inhabitants/km2

1,351,127 inhabitants

Province of 
Hainaut
Mons

354 inhabitants/km2



In 2021, the Belgian population increased by 
62,770 inhabitants. The growth is determined 
by two demographic phenomena. The first is 
the natural balance, which was exceptionally 
negative in 2020 and is positive again in 
2021 (+5,623). In other words: in 2021, more 
babies were born than people died. The 

international migration balance is positive 
(+58,118), as it was in previous years. There 
were more people moving to Belgium than 
leaving Belgium. The population growth 
is mainly due to that positive international 
migration balance.

In 2021, women lived longer than men. They were five times more centenarian women than men.  
However, more boys were born than girls.

POPULATION 
DEVELOPMENT 

WOMEN  
AND MEN

49%Most common 
female name

Maria 51%

56% 44%

79% 21%

2,138 423

All ages

18+ and unmarried

18+ and divorced

65+ and widowed

100+

65+ 

100+

Olivia
580
Births 
in 2021
57,632

Births
in 2021

60,282

112,382 63,736

Most common 
male name

Jean

46%

56% 44%

54%

Main cause
of death 2019

Cardiovascular 
diseases

 Noah
627

Main cause
 of death 2019

Cancer

Most given 
girl name

Most given 
boy name

Population on
1/1/2022

Relocation movements across the regions

Flemish Region
 intern net migration

15,262

Walloon Region
 intern net migration 

5,789

Brussels-Capital Region
 intern net migration 

-21,051

MW

+5,623
natural balance

+58,118 
international migration balance

-971 
statistical adjustment

+62,770  
total growth 

117,914
births

112,291
deaths

165,534
immigration

107,416
emigration
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The population in Belgium is rapidly ageing. This is reflected in the age pyramid in the 
broad middle category of people over 50.

Although women still have a higher life expectancy at birth than men, the gap has narrowed since 
the 1990s. In 1996, there was still a difference of 6.7 years, in 2021 only 4.8 years.  Life expectancy 
at birth increased by 0.9 years for the total population compared to 2020 and thus returns more 
or less to the level of 2019 (81.8 years). The drop in life expectancy between 2019 and 2020 was the 
direct result of the mortality conditions in 2020. It is calculated how a generation would die out if, 
throughout its existence, it were exposed to the same mortality conditions per age as in that year. 

LIFE EXPECTANCY

Age pyramid of the
Belgian population 

1/1/2022

1/1/2002

Life expectancy 1996 and 2021
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In the long term, life 
expectancy rose sharply. 
Since 1885, life expectancy for 
women has increased by 37.4 
years and for men by 35.6 years.

Evolution of life expectancy at birth
per sex, 1885-2021 

40

50

60

70

80

90

20212000198019601940192019001880

Men Women

As the COVID-19 pandemic had a large effect 
on mortality in 2020, it also had a large 
effect on life expectancy. The impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic on Belgian 
mortality is clearly smaller 
in 2021 than in 2020, but still 
seems to be present with 
a moderate increase 
in the number 
of deaths of 2.4% 
compared to the 
average in the 
period 2017-2019. It 
is therefore important 
to interpret the figures of 
2020 and 2021 with caution. 
We expect that this effect of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on life expectancy will continue to diminish in the coming years.
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112,291 deaths were registered in 2021, that is 14,559 less than in 
2020. The gross mortality rate declined to 9.7 per mille in 2021: 
that is, there were 9.7 deaths per 1,000 inhabitants in Belgium 
(compared to 11.0 in 2020 and 9.5 in 2019). The gross mortality rate 
is the ratio, expressed in per mille, between the number of deaths 
and the population in the year under review.

In 2021, 117,914 children were born. That is about 4,000 babies or 3.7% more than in 2020, when 
113,739 births were registered. If we compare with the period before the COVID-19 crisis (average for 
2017-2019), we see rather a stagnation (-0.1%) in Belgium due to a declining figure in the Brussels-
Capital Region. In the Flemish Region, the number of births increases in 2021, also compared to the 
average for 2017-2019. In the Walloon Region, the number of births has returned to the pre-COVID-19 
proportions. 
The average age of mothers at the birth of their first child is rising: from 27.3 years in 2000 to 29.3 
years in 2019. The average age of mothers, regardless of the birth order (1st, 2nd or 3rd child), was 31.0 
years in 2019. The co-parent’s average age in 2019 was 34.2 years, regardless of the birth order.

EXCESS MORTALITY BIRTHS

women

Number of deaths 2021

56,706

55,585

men

Number of births in Belgium 1830-2021 
Number of births in Belgium 1830-2021
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199019701950193019101890187018501830 2010
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Average age of the mother at
the birth of a child 1999-2019
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Statbel has been publishing a statistic on the origin of the Belgian 
population since 2020. On 1 January 2022, 66.6% of the Belgian 
population was Belgian with Belgian background, 20.6% was 
Belgian with foreign background and 12.8% was non-Belgian. 

DIVERSITY

Population according to group of origin 1/1/2022

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Walloon
Region

Flemish
Region

Brussels-Capital
Region

Belgium

Belgian with Belgian background
Belgian with foreign background

Non-Belgian

Belgians with a foreign background and non-Belgians
according to nationality of origin 1/1/2022

Walloon
Region

Flemish
Region

Brussels-Capital
Region

Belgium

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Neighbouring country EU27 Outside EU27

Belgian with 
Belgian background

Belgian

Belgian with 
foreign background

Neighbouring country: 
Germany, France, the 

Netherlands, the Grand Duchy 
of Luxembourg and the United 

Kingdom

EU27 
(excluding 
Belgium 
and the 

neighbouring 
countries)

Outside EU27 
(excluding 
the United 
Kingdom)

Belgian  
first 

 registered 
nationality

One parent  
with a  

foreign first 
registered 
nationality

Both parents  
with a  
foreign first 
registered 
nationality

Groups of nationality of origin

Group of origin

Foreign  
first 

 registered 
nationality

Non-Belgian

Statistics on origin are based on the following characteristics: 
own current and first registered nationality and first registered 
nationality of both parents. On this basis, three major groups 
of origin are distinguished. The second group, Belgians with 
a foreign background, is very diverse and is therefore further 
subdivided into a few subgroups.
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After Belgium was able to limit the 

impact of the COVID-19 crisis on 
the labour market in 2020 thanks 
to various support measures, there 

is a clear recovery in employment in 2021. The 
number of people employed increased by 
51,000 persons between 2020 and 2021. At the 
same time, the number of unemployed people 
increased by 42,000 persons.

In 2021, the risk of monetary poverty decreased 
as the poverty threshold barely changed. 
Government financial support measures 
tempered greater income losses.

Statbel mapped for the first time Belgians’ 
feelings of loneliness and happiness based on 
a European survey on personal well-being and 
living conditions in times of COVID-19 crisis.

€
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In 2021, 70.6% of the Belgian 
population aged 20 to 64 
were employed and 6.3% 
of the people aged 15 to 
64 were unemployed. The 
unemployment rate is higher 
in 2021 than in 2020 (5.6%).

More men are employed than 
women: 66.8% of women were 
employed compared to 74.5% 
of men. However, for women, 
this is the highest percentage 
ever. In 2000, 56% of women 
aged 20-64 were employed. 
There are also slightly more 
unemployed men than 
women. The unemployment 
rates of men and women 
amount to 6.7% and 5.9% 
respectively.

More than 90% of men aged 
25-49 with 1 or 2 children have 
a job.  Women aged 25-49 with 
3 or more children work the 
least (60%).

EMPLOYMENT -  
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%
100%

Walloon RegionFlemish RegionBrussels-Capital RegionBelgium
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2%
4%
6%
8%
10%
12%
14%

Walloon RegionFlemish RegionBrussels-Capital RegionBelgium

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

0 children

1 child

2 children

3 or more children

Unemployment rate of people aged 15-64 in 2021

Employment rate of people aged 20-64 in 2021

Employment rate of the 25-49 year-olds
by gender and number of children in 2021 

The employment rate in the European Union 
amounted to 73.1% in 2021. The Belgian figure 
(70.6%) is therefore below the European average. 
However, twelve EU Member States had a higher 
unemployment rate than Belgium in 2021. This 
contrast is due to the high number of inactive 
people in our country.

EUROPEAN  
COMPARISON

Unemployment rate of people
aged 15-74 in 2021 (EU-27)

Inactivity rate of people aged 
15-64 in 2021 (EU-27)

Employment rate of people
aged 20-64 in 2021 (EU-27)
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Employed people by professional status 2021

0

500,000

1,000,000

1,500,000

2,000,000
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3,000,000

totalSelf-employed*Private sectorPublic sector

* Self-employed = self-employed, employers and (unpaid) family workers

Employees by type of contract 2021
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100%

Temporary job Permanent job

The majority of employed Belgians work in the 
private sector and almost 90% of employees 
have a permanent contract. Women work 
part-time more often than men: more than 
three-quarters of all part-time workers are 
women. Of all salaried women, 42.1% work 
part-time, compared to only 11.6% of all 
salaried men. Taking care of children or other 
incapacitated relatives is the main reason for 
working part-time for 24.6% of salaried women; 
10.3% of salaried men indicate this reason when 
they work part-time.

PROFILE 
EMPLOYED PEOPLE

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30%

Other reason

Other personal reasons

Other family reasons

Care for own children or other
dependent relatives

Because of an illness or
incapacity for work

You are in education or training

You cannot find a full-time job or your
job is not offered on a full-time basis 21.7%

22.5%

15.9%
7.0%

8.0%
5.9%

10.3%
24.6%

6.3%
12.2%

24.1%
25.4%

11.6%
4.5%

Motives of employees for working part-time
by gender 2021

Level of education of 15-64-year-olds 2021

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

High

Average

Low

Share of people aged 30-34
with a higher education
diploma 2021

56.4% 43.3%

In 2021, 49.9% of Belgians aged 30-34 had a diploma of higher 
education. That figure was never higher and the difference 
between men and women remains very large.

Early school leavers - % of 
people aged 18-24 20218.9%4.5%

6.7% of people aged 18-24 were early school leavers in 2021. ‘Early 
school leavers’ are persons aged 18 to 24 who did not complete 
upper secondary education and who are no longer involved 
in any kind of education or training. Here too, the difference 
between men and women is significant.

Young people not in 
employment, education or 
training - % of people aged
15-24 2021

8.2%6.6%

In 2021, 7.4% of people aged 15-24 were not in employment, 
education or training.    

Of all employees working 
part-time are women

77.7%

WOMEN 4.4%

MEN 4.6%
99,260
117,789

Number of employed people
with a second job 2021
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Typical women’s occupations 
2021

97.5%
Beauticians  
and related 

workers

     Midwives

>99%

Child care 
workers

95.5%
96.8%
   Medical 
   secretaries

Domestic cleaners  
and helpers

95.4%

Electrical mechanics and 
fitters

Typical men’s occupations
2021

Bricklayers 

>99%

>99%

Plumbers

Sheet-metal  
workers

>99%

>99%
>99%

Floor layers 
and tile setters

MW



In 2020, women earned 5.3% less per hour than men, with the situation worsening with age. The pay 
gap increases from 3.4% between the ages of 25 and 34 to 8.9% for the 55-64 age group. The gender 
pay gap is defined as the difference between the average gross hourly earnings of women and men, 
expressed as a percentage of the average hourly earnings of men or in a formula: gender pay gap = 
(hourly earnings of men – hourly earnings of women) / hourly earnings of men.

PAY GAP

Gender pay gap in Belgium
by age 2020
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55-64-
year-olds

45-54-
year-olds

35-44-
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25-34-
year-olds

Less than 
25 years

8.9%

4.7%4.9%

3.4%

0.4%
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Latvia
Estonia
Austria

Germany
Hungary
Finland

Czech Republic
France

Slovakia
the Netherlands

Eurozone
Denmark

EU-27
Lithuania
Bulgaria
Portugal
Ireland*
Croatia

Sweden
Greece*

Malta
Spain

Cyprus
Belgium

Poland
Italy

Slovenia
Romania

Luxemburg 0.7%
2.4%

3.1%
4.2%
4.5%

5.3%
9.0%
9.4%

10.0%
10.4%

11.2%
11.2%
11.3%
11.4%

12.7%
13.0%
13.0%

13.9%
14.1%
14.2%

15.8%
15.8%

16.4%
16.7%

17.2%
18.3%

18.9%
21.1%

22.3%

* Greece and Ireland: figures of 2018

Gender pay gap in Belgium
and Europe 2020

ABSENCES

In 2021, an average of 514,000 employed men 
and women were absent from work for various 
reasons during the entire reference week*. 56% 
of them were women, 44% men.

Both for men and women, holidays were the 
main reason for absence during the reference 
week. We can see that the share of holidays in 
the total absence of men is much higher than 
that of women (+9.1 percentage points).

The second main reason for absence was illness 
or accident, and here the differences between 
men and women are rather minimal. On 
average, women are slightly more absent for 
longer periods due to illness or accidents (more 
than 3 months).

10.1% of absent women were not at work due 
to pregnancy and maternity leave. 1.2% of 
absent men took paternity leave. 2.5% of absent 
women were on full-time parental leave or time 
credit with motive ‘looking after own child(ren)’ 
compared to 0.4% of men.

Almost 5% of men were absent due to 
temporary unemployment due to force majeure 
(COVID-19) or to economic reasons compared to 
2.7% of women.

* The Labour Force Survey is a continuous survey, which means that the sample is evenly spread over the 52 reference weeks of the 
year. The selected respondents answer a questionnaire mainly related to their activity in the course of a given reference weeks. The 
data presented here reflect the averages for the year.

Main reason for absence from work during the 
reference week* 2021 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Men

Women

Annual holidays or bank holidays
Flexible schedule or compensation for overtime hours   
Illness or accident
Maternity or paternity leave, or birth leave
Full-time parental leave or time credit with motive ‘looking after own child(ren)’
Trainings (directly) related to the job
Your work is seasonal and the reference week is out of season
Temporary unemployment due to force majeure (COVID-19) or to economic reasons
Other reason
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Reason for working less - several reasons
possible per person 2021

47%
53%

47%
53%

57%
43%

48%
52%

GOED->

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

      Leave, holiday or a bank holiday

      Illness or accident

      Temporary unemployment (force majeure
Covid-19 or economic reasons) 

      Other reason, for example because a family
member is sick, because of a strike, etc.

Absent during the entire reference week

‘Our IT specialist Freddy is taking a holiday this week, 
while HR assistant Lydia is in bed with the flu.’

MON TUE WED THU FRI MON TUE WED THU FRI

Worked less during the reference week

‘Environmental inspector Bruno has to look after his 
sick son this Friday.’

A total of 943,000 employed people worked less during the reference week in 2021. Here too, 
men take a day off slightly more often and temporary unemployment also plays a slightly more 
important role. 
Women are more often partially absent during the reference week due to illness or an accident 
than men, but the latter are absent for more days on average during the reference week (3.3 days 
compared to 2.8 days for women).  
Women’s average working week is almost 20% shorter due to more part-time work, so this is the 
main reason why men take more time off.

Absent during the reference week because of 
illness or accident - absence duration 2021
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55.4%
Bone, joint or muscle problems

25.9%
Stress, depression or anxiety

7.1%
Other type of 
complaint

1.1%
Stomach, liver, 
kidney or digestive 
problems

1.0%
Infectious disease 
(virus, bacteria 
or other type of 
infection)

2.8%
Breathing or 
lung problem

0.8%
Skin 
problem

0.7%
Hearing 
problem

2.8%
Heart disease 
or attack, or 
other problems 
in the circu-
latory system

2.3%
Headache 
and/or 
eyestrain

WORK-RELATED  
HEALTH PROBLEMS  

In 2020, 622,104 Belgians said they had a health problem due 
to their work. These are people aged 15 and over with a job 
or without a job but who have worked in the past. They have 
suffered from one or more physical or psychological health 
problems in the past 12 months that were caused or aggravated 
by their current or another job.  With 55.4%, bone, joint and 
muscle problems were most frequently identified as the most 
serious problem. For 25.9% of the people with health problems, 
the problem was stress, depression or anxiety. There are clear 
differences according to the level of education: low-skilled and 
medium-skilled people more often report bone, joint or muscle 
complaints. Highly-skilled people report more often stress, 
depression and anxiety.

Nature of the (most serious) work-related health problem 2020

The total duration of absence 
during the reference week 
due to illness or accident was 
slightly more often more than 
3 months for women (62%) 
than for men (58%).
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Work-related health problems in the 
last 12 months

622,104 Belgians

bone, joint and muscle 
problems among

stress, depression or 
anxiety among

highly-skilled people 

39.4%
 
medium-skilled people

25.8%
 
low-skilled people 

10%

The most serious problem

Health problems are most common in

health care administrative and 
support service activities

11.6% 10.6%

TAX REVENUE

In 2019, the average net taxable 
income per capita stood at 
19,105 euros. If this figure is 
broken down over the three 
regions, we see that the income 
per capita is highest in the 
Flemish Region. With 20,501 
euros, the average income 
in Flanders was 7.3 % above 
the national average. The 
inhabitants of the Walloon and 
Brussels-Capital Regions have 

to make do with significantly 
fewer financial resources. For 
example, the average income 
of a Walloon is 6.1% below the 
Belgian figure (€17,949), while a 
person living in Brussels has to 
make do with 21.6% less on an 
annual basis (€14,973).  

Average income per capita in € by province and 
for the Brussels-Capital Region 2019

Belgium

Brussels-Capital RegionBrussels-Capital Region

Province of Hainaut

Province of Liège

Province of Namur

Province of Luxembourg

Province of Limburg

Province of West Flanders

Province of Antwerp

Province of East Flanders

Province of Walloon Brabant

Province of Flemish Brabant

14,973

19,105

21,845

22,245

20,832

20,054

20,053

19,190

18,662

18,561

17,720

16,586

or 9% of employed people or people 
 who have worked in the past

low-skilled people 

72%
 
medium-skilled people

58.2%
 
highly-skilled people

38%
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With an average income 
of 31,801 euros per capita, 
Sint-Martens-Latem is the 
municipality with the highest 
income. In this municipality, 
people have an income that is 
on average 66.5% higher than 
the national average of 19,105 
euros. 
Municipalities in the Brussels-
Capital Region are well 

represented at the other side 
of the scale. With an average 
of 9,883 euros, Saint-Jos-
se-ten-Noode is the Belgian 
municipality with the lowest 
income. The average income 
of an inhabitant of Saint-Jos-
se-ten-Noode is 48.3 % 
below the national average. 
With Molenbeek-Saint-Jean, 
Anderlecht, Farciennes, Dison, 

Schaerbeek, Koekelberg and 
Brussels, Belgium has seven 
other municipalities where the 
average income per capita is 
at least 30% below the national 
average. Mesen, in West 
Flanders, is with an average of 
14,712 euros the municipality 
with the lowest income in the 
Flemish Region.

Highest average income per capita  Lowest average income per capita

Belgium
Sint-Martens-Latem 31,801 Saint-Josse-ten-Noode 9,883
Keerbergen 27,718 Molenbeek-Saint-Jean 10,871
Knokke-Heist 27,403 Anderlecht 12,019
Oud-Heverlee 27,356 Farciennes 12,224
Hove (Antwerpen) 27,338 Dison 12,623

Flemish Region
Sint-Martens-Latem 31,801 Mesen 14,712
Keerbergen 27,718 Ronse 16,153
Knokke-Heist 27,403 Maasmechelen 16,283
Oud-Heverlee 27,356 Antwerp 16,784
Hove (Antwerp) 27,338 Baarle-Hertog 16,849

Walloon Region
Lasne 26,876 Farciennes 12,224
Attert 25,480 Dison 12,623
Chaumont-Gistoux 25,050 Charleroi 13,702
Neupré 25,032 Colfontaine 13,777
Chaudfontaine 24,580 Saint-Nicolas (Liège) 13,942

Brussels-Capital Region
Uccle 21,418 Saint-Josse-ten-Noode 9,883
Woluwe-Saint-Pierre 21,137 Molenbeek-Saint-Jean 10,871
Watermael-Boitsfort 20,899 Anderlecht 12,019
Auderghem 19,686 Schaerbeek 12,790
Woluwe-Saint-Lambert 18,165 Koekelberg 13,258

Municipalities with the highest and lowest incomes in € - Belgium and regions 2019

PROSPERITY INDEX

The prosperity index is the 
comparison of the average 
fiscal revenue per inhabitant 
of a certain region with the 
average income per inhabitant 
in Belgium. Belgium’s average 
tax revenue is set at 100. If the 
prosperity index of a region is 
below 100, it means that the 
average income per person 
in that region is lower than 
the national average income. 
Conversely, if the prosperity 
index has a value above 100, 

the average income per person 
within that area is higher 
than the average income 
per Belgian. Since 2005, the 
prosperity index has slightly 
increased slightly in the 
Flemish Region, remained 
constant in the Walloon Region 
and decreased in the Brussels-
Capital Region.
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107

201920182017201620152014201320122011201020092008200720062005

Evolution of the prosperity index - Belgium and 
regions 2005-2019

Belgium Flemish Region Walloon Region Brussels-Capital Region
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Prosperity index on the basis of the tax revenues per municipality 2019

52 - 91
91 - 98
98 - 104
104 - 110
110 - 117
117 - 166
Provinces/Provincies

12.7% of the Belgian population is at risk of 
monetary poverty (AROP). These are people 
living in a household where the total disposable 
income is less than €1,293 per month for a single 
person. In 2020, this was still 14.1%. The decrease 
in monetary poverty occurs because the poverty 
threshold has remained practically stable. 
The poverty threshold of 2021 is calculated on 
the basis of the incomes in 2020, the year the 
pandemic broke out. Working people have 
experienced a loss of income, but thanks to 
government measures, this has been rather 
limited and they have not fallen below the 
poverty threshold. Benefits for pensioners, the 
long-term sick and the long-term unemployed 
were also indexed, pushing some of them above 
the poverty threshold.

11.9% of the population lives in a household 
where less than 20% of the labour force potential 
is used. This is called ‘low work intensity’ (LWI).

6.3% of Belgians cannot afford several basic 
goods or services: they are in a situation of severe 
material and social deprivation (SMSD).

In the EU2030 strategy, people who experience 
at least one of the above situations are 
considered to be at risk of poverty or social 
exclusion (AROPE): for 2021, this concerns 18.8% 
of the population.

RISK OF  
POVERTY OR  
SOCIAL EXCLUSION

Risk of poverty in Belgium

AROP = Risk of monetary poverty

LWI = Low work intensity

SMSD = Severe material and social deprivation

€€

€€

€

€€
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Risk of poverty or social exclusion (AROPE)
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Behind these national figures 
there are large regional 
differences. As far as monetary 
poverty is concerned, the 
situation is most precarious in 
Brussels and least precarious 
in Flanders. Wallonia is 
situated in between.  The 
Flemish provinces do not 
differ very much from each 
other, with the exception of 
Antwerp where higher levels 
are recorded. In Wallonia, 
the differences are more 
pronounced: Hainaut has the 
highest poverty rate, Walloon 
Brabant the lowest.

Risk of poverty regions and provinces 2021 
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Flemish Region

Brussels-Capital Region
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In 2021, 6.3% of the Belgian population lived in a 
situation where they could not financially afford 
at least seven basic needs. There are marked 
differences between the three regions: 11.5% 
of the inhabitants of Brussels were in a very 
precarious situation, while in Wallonia this was 
8.0% and in Flanders 4.4% of the population. 
Single parents and their children had a signifi-
cantly harder time than the other categories: 
16.9% of them were in a situation of severe 
material and social deprivation. 

SEVERE MATERIAL  
AND SOCIAL DEPRIVATION

11.5%

8.0%

4.4%

Walloon 
Region

Flemish Region

Brussels-
Capital Region

In 2021, fewer people than in 2019 were living in households where 
people indicated that they were having (great) difficulty making 
ends meet. In 2021 it was 15.4%, in 2019 19.3%. During the COVID-19 
crisis, spending was temporarily restricted: the hotel and catering 
industry was closed for a while, non-essential shops and cultural 
centres closed their doors, school trips and non-essential trips 
abroad were prohibited, teleworking was made compulsory, 
which reduced travel costs. However, the data collected predates 
the major price increases since the end of 2021.

Risk of monetary poverty 
2021
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Severe material and social deprivation is measured using a new European indicator (‘severe material 
and social deprivation’ or SMSD). 13 material possessions or social actions are measured. Those who 
cannot afford 7 of those aspects for financial reasons are considered ‘severely material and socially 
deprived’.

% of the population that cannot afford 
the following items due to financial reasons 2021

Have internet  
access at home 1.8%
Have two pairs 
of shoes in good 
condition

3.2%

Keep the home 
adequately warm 3.5%
Afford a meal with 
meat, chicken or 
fish at least every 
second day

3.7%

Pay the bills as 
scheduled 4.2%

Afford their own car 5.8%
Replace worn-out 
clothes by new 
clothes

8.6%

Meet at least once a 
month for a meal or 
drink

9.2%

Regularly  
participate in leisure 
activities

11.1%

Spend an amount of 
money every week 
for personal needs

11.9%

Replace damaged 
or worn out 
furniture

14.4%

Take a one-week 
holiday away from 
home per year

20.3%

Face unexpected 
expenses 22.3%

LONELINESS AND  
HAPPINESS  
AMONG BELGIANS

In the 3rd quarter of 2021, 8.5% of people aged 65 
to 74 felt lonely all the time or most of the time 
in the four weeks before the survey, compared to 
4.8% of people aged 16 to 24. Whereas loneliness 
in the 3rd quarter of 2021 rather appeared to be 
a problem for the older part of the population, 
in the 4th quarter of 2021, young people also 
more often indicated that they always or usually 
felt lonely (12.1% of 65-74-year-olds and 12.7% of 

16-24-year-olds). At the same time, there was 
a decline in the feeling of happiness among 
16-24-year-olds: in the 3rd quarter, 78.7% of 
them felt happy always or most of the time, 
compared to 67.9% in the 4th quarter. In the 
other age categories, the feeling of happiness 
has remained more constant.

Those who are retired, working 
or performing household work 
at home feel less lonely than 
those who are unemployed or 
long-term disabled for work. 
Those who are unemployed or 
long-term disabled for work 
also say they are less happy 
than those who are working, 
retired, studying or performing 
household work. 

Feelings of loneliness and happiness among Belgians
3rd and 4th quarter 2021

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

65 - 74 years50 - 64 years25 - 49 years16 - 24 years

Always or usually lonely 3rd quarter
Always or usually happy 3rd quarter Always or usually happy 4th quarter

Always or usually lonely 4th quarter

Rarely or never suffer from loneliness
according to activity 3rd and 4th quarter 2021

Rarely or never happy according to activity 
3rd and 4th quarter 2021

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%

0%

Perfo
rm

ing

household w
ork

Stu
dent,

pupil

Long-te
rm

 

disabled fo
r w

ork
due to

health
 re

asons

Retir
ed

Unemployed

Working
0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

Perfo
rm

ing

household w
ork

Stu
dent,

pupil

Long-te
rm

 

disabled fo
r w

ork
due to

health
 re

asons

Retir
ed

Unemployed

Working

Rarely or never suffer from loneliness 3rd quarter
Rarely or never suffer from loneliness 4th quarter Rarely or never happy 4th quarter

Rarely or never happy 3rd quarterSevere material and 
social deprivation  
(7 items out of 13) 

6.3%
Material and social 
deprivation  
(5 items out of 13) 

10.2%

36. 37.WORKING – INCOME – LIVING CONDITIONS



Nowadays, communication is mainly digital. 
However, a part of the population does not yet 
have an Internet connection, via any device. In 
2021, 16% of people living alone in Belgium have 
no Internet at home. In 2020, this figure was still 
20%.  
22.6% of the 65-74-year-olds in 2021 rarely or 
never use the Internet as against just over 
27% in 2020. In 2021, 1.0% of  households with 
school-age children do not have access to the 
Internet at home. In 2020, this was still 2.3%. In 
the Brussels-Capital Region, that percentage 
dropped from 5.3% in 2020 to 1.8% in 2021.  
 

DIGITAL 
ISOLATION

% households with no Internet connection
by monthly income 2021
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% of individuals who have not used the Internet
in the last 3 months by level of education 2021
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In January 2021 the contribution of energy 
to inflation was still negative. In December 
2021 the contribution was already 3.56%. In 
June 2022, the contribution of energy was 

4.81%: about half of the 9.65% inflation rate is 
due to the increase in energy prices.

For food products, the contribution to inflation 
in 2021 was largely negative. In 2022, due to 
the increased inflation for food products, the 
contribution has also become positive. So 1.67% 
of the total inflation in June 2022 is due to the 
inflation for food products.

So energy and food products together 
accounted for more than two-thirds of inflation 
in June 2022.

With an increase of one and a half million 
domestic trips and a decrease of about nine 
million trips abroad in 2021 compared to 2019, 
it is mainly domestic trips that compensate for 
the decline in tourism in 2021.
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In 2020, Belgian households 
spent on average 35,209 euros, 
Flemish households 36,447 
euros, Walloon households 
34,096 euros and households 
in Brussels 32,057 euros. 
The largest part of Belgian 
household expenditure (38.5%) 
is spent on housing, with 31.8% 
or 11,205 euros per year being 
spent on the dwelling itself: 
housing, water, electricity, gas 
and other fuels. The remaining 
6.7%, or 2,348 euros per year, 
are spent on the purchase of 

furniture, domestic appliances 
and maintenance products, 
tools for home and garden, etc. 
Other significant expenditure 
items are food, beverages and 
tobacco (18.1% or 6,358 euros) 
and transport (9.7% or 3,420 
euros). The household budget 
survey conducted every two 
years is used to adjust the 
composition of the index 
basket of goods and services. 
You can read more about this 
in the chapter on the index.

In 2020, 18.1% of the household budget was spent on food, an increase of 2.1 percentage points 
compared to 2018.  In addition to the increase in expenditure on food and beverages, there was 
also an increase in expenditure on ‘Housing, water, electricity, gas and other fuels’ (an increase of 1.5 
percentage points) and on ‘Furniture, domestic appliances and maintenance products’ (an increase 
of 1.4 percentage points). 
In addition, there is a logical decrease in expenditure on ‘Accommodation and food service 
activities’ in this Covid year. While in 2018, a household spent on average 2,350 euros in restaurants 
and accommodation services, this was only 1,560 euros in 2020, a decrease of one third. Spending 
on ‘Clothing and footwear’ and ‘Transportation’ also fell in 2020 to 1,201 euros and 3,420 euros 
respectively, down almost 28% and 16% from the 1,659 euros and 4,065 euros spent on these items 
in 2018. Also in ‘Culture and recreation’ there is a decrease in expenditure of 14% (2,210 euros in 2020 
compared to 2,580 euros in 2018).

HOUSEHOLD BUDGET

Breakdown of Belgian household
expenditure 2020

Average expenditure of Belgian
households in 2018 and 2020

Average expenditure of households
in € 2020

Average total

Education

Alcoholic beverages and tobacco

Communication

Clothing and footwear

Accommodation and food service activities

Health

Culture and recreation

Furniture, domestic appliances and maintenance products

Transport

Personal care and services

Food and non-alcoholic beverages

Housing, water, electricity, gas and other fuels €11,205

€5,597

€3,751

€3,420

€2,348

€2,210

€1,803

€1,560

€1,201

€1,157
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€195

€35,209
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In 2020, certain durable 
goods are almost ubiquitous 
in Belgian households. 
Ownership of a fixed telephone 
and a desktop computer 
continued to decrease in 2020 
compared to 2018 (from 64% 
and 38% respectively in 2018 
to 56% and 34% in 2020), while 
ownership of a laptop and 
an air conditioning system 
continued to increase (from 
73% and 8% respectively in 2018 
to 77% and 13% in 2020). 
Looking at other durable 
goods, the number of 
households owning a 
television, mobile phone/
smartphone, tablet and at least 
one car did not change much, 
if at all, between 2018 and 2020.

% of households in possession of 
durable goods - Belgium and regions 2020

Ownership of durable goods in 2018 and 2020
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The average annual inflation 
based on the consumer price 
index (CPI) in 2021 was 2.44%. 
This means that on average, 
consumer prices in 2021 
increased by 2.44% compared 
to 2020. 

The lowest annual inflation 
was recorded for the main 
groups “food and non-alcoholic 
beverages” and “health”; 
the highest for the groups 
“housing, water, electricity, gas 
and other fuels” and “transpor-
tation”. 

INFLATION

-1% 0% 1% 2% 3% 4% 5% 6%
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Food and non-alcoholic beverages 

Inflation for the 12 CPI main groups 
main groups in 2021
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Domestic heating oil

Video equipment (television, home cinema...)

Software

Calculators, smartwatches, ...

Fresh fruit 

Mobile phones

Other storage devices 

Air transport

Pharmaceutical products 

Dried fruits and nuts

Second-hand cars

Bank charges

Other tobacco products

Diesel
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Electricity

Postal mail

LPG

Natural gas

Some products and services that have increased/decreased
sharply in price in 2021 compared to 2020
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Although the average inflation for 2021 was 2.44%, it started to rise sharply in the autumn of 2021. In 
January 2021 inflation was only 0.26%, but by December it had risen to 5.71%. Inflation continued to 
rise in the first half of 2022. In June 2022, it was 9.65%, reaching its highest level since October 1982, 
when inflation stood at 9.84%. The sharp increase during 2021 and also at the beginning of 2022 is 
due to increased energy prices with, for example, inflation rates of over 100% for natural gas and over 
70% for electricity. In addition, inflation for food products also rose sharply in the first half of 2022. In 
June, this inflation rate stood at 8.44% compared to only 1.21% in December 2021. 

In January 2021 the contribution of energy to inflation was still negative. In December 2021 the 
contribution was already 3.56%. In the first half of 2022, the contribution of energy to inflation 
increased further. In June, the contribution of energy was 4.81%. This means that of the 9.65% 
inflation in June, almost half was attributable to energy. For food products, the contribution to 
inflation in 2021 was largely negative. In 2022, due to the increased inflation for food products, the 
contribution has also become positive. So 1.67% of the total inflation in June 2022 is due to inflation 
for food products. So energy and food products explain more than two-thirds of inflation in June 
2022. 

Contribution of energy to inflation jan 2020 - june 2022
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In terms of price increases, it is 
mainly electricity and natural 
gas prices that have risen 
sharply and reached record 
levels. For example, natural gas 
was 138.3% more expensive on 
an annual basis in February 
2022, and electricity 72.8%. 

Index of electricity and natural gas (2013=100) jan 2014 – june 2022 
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The consumer price index is an economic tool. It measures the price change of a range of goods and 
services that are representative of Belgian consumers. It is also the main measure of inflation.

The so-called “basket” of goods and services is the basis for the index calculation. This basket 
is updated annually to closely follow the evolution of the cost of living. In January each year, 
new products and services are added and other, less representative products and services are 
removed. The products in the basket are weighted based on their share in the total expenditure 
of households. The selection and weighting of the items is based on Statbel’s Household Budget 
Survey (HBS), a biennial survey that analyses the expenditure patterns of the households. 

Price recordings are carried out on a regular basis for all products and services in the basket. The 
price monitoring is based on various data sources. For example, prices are collected every month 
by surveyors visiting shops all over the country. The data collection for the social rental survey is 
done online. However, most of the prices, especially in terms of weight share in the index basket, are 
collected centrally through websites, catalogues, administrative sources, telephone or through files 
obtained from regulators or private companies. This is the case, for example, for electricity and gas, 
pharmaceutical specialities, purchase of new cars, airplane tickets and telecommunications services. 
In recent years, big data sources have also been used to calculate the index, namely scanner data 
from supermarkets and from chain stores selling consumer electronics. Web scraping is also 
increasingly used, mainly for clothing, footwear, hotel rooms, student rooms, second-hand cars, ... 

Consumer price index and index basket 

Central index

In Belgium, the index is used as the basis for indexing pensions, social benefits and most wages 
and salaries. The smoothed index is used for this purpose. The smoothed index corresponds to the 
arithmetic mean of the health index of the last 4 months multiplied by a factor of 0.98. The health 
index itself is a derivative of the CPI that excludes a number of products from the basket of the CPI, 
notably alcohol, tobacco and motor fuels.  

The indexations of public services wages and social benefits are implemented when the smoothed 
index reaches a certain value, the so-called central index. When the smoothed index reaches the 
central index, the benefits increase by 2% the following month. The wages in the public sector also 
increase by 2% two months after the central index was reached. Increased inflation has caused the 
central index to be exceeded 4 times in 9 months (in August and December 2021 and in February 
and April 2022). The last time the central index was exceeded in such quick succession was in 1982.  
Wages and salaries in the private sector are also linked to the smoothed index, but the timing of 
indexation depends on the sectoral collective agreement.  
The rent indexation is not calculated on the basis of the smoothed index but on the basis of the 
monthly health index. 
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REAL ESTATE PRICES

Evolution of real estate prices in € - Belgium 2010-2021

The median price for an 
attached or semi-detached 
house amounted to 235,000 
euros in 2021. The price of a 
detached house was 337,000 
euros. The median price for 
apartments was 219,000 euros. 
The median price is the price 
at which 50 % of houses sold 
are cheaper and 50 % are 
more expensive. This gives a 
more robust result that is also 
more comparable over time 
than if we use average prices. 
Indeed, median prices are 
less affected by extreme sales 

price. Compared to 2020, the 
median prices of attached 
and semi-detached houses 
have sharply increased (+8.3%), 
i.e. a rise of 18,000 euros. For 
detached houses, prices have 
increased by 7.0% or 22,000 
euros. For apartments, the 
price increase was similar 
to that of the previous year 
(+7.4% or 15,000 euros more 
expensive).

The most expensive Flemish 
municipality is Knokke-Heist 
with a median price of 777,500 
euros. The cheapest houses 
in this region can be found in 
Mesen with a median price of 
152,500 euros. 

The most expensive Walloon 
houses are located in Lasne 
(600,000 euros) and the 
cheapest houses can be found 
in Hastière (86,500 euros). In 
the Brussels-Capital Region, 
the municipality of Ixelles 
registers the highest median 

price with 835,000 euros.  The 
lowest median price in this 
region is found in Molenbeek-
Saint-Jean (300,000 euros). The 
ranking below is based on all 
attached, semi-detached and 
detached houses sold in 2021.
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Apartments
Houses with 2 or 3 outside walls (attached + semi-detached houses)
Houses with 4 outside walls or more (detached houses)

Most expensive Median price Least expensive Median price
municipalities  municipalities
Belgium
Ixelles 835,000 Hastière 86,500
Knokke-Heist 777,500 Viroinval 105,000
Woluwe-Saint-Pierre 686,250 Froidchapelle 105,500
Uccle 680,000 Colfontaine 110,000
Woluwe-Saint-Lambert 652,500 Quiévrain 112,500

Flemish Region
Knokke-Heist 777,500 Mesen 152,500
Sint-Martens-Latem 648,500 Vleteren 163,000
Kraainem 581,601 Menen 166,000
Wezembeek-Oppem 545,000 Ronse 181,750
Schilde 530,500 Gingelom 185,000

Walloon Region
Lasne  600,000 Hastière 86,500
La Hulpe 500,000 Viroinval 105,000
Waterloo 488,000 Froidchapelle 105,500
Chaumont-Gistoux 465,000 Colfontaine 110,000
Rixensart 460,000 Quiévrain 112,500

Brussels-Capital Region
Ixelles 835,000 Molenbeek-Saint-Jean 300,000
Woluwe-Saint-Pierre 686,250 Anderlecht 325,000
Uccle 680,000 Koekelberg 339,000

Least and most expensive municipalities in €
- Belgium and regions 2021
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Median prices (€) of detached, semi-detached and attached houses 2021 Median prices (€) of apartments 2021
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BUILDING STOCK

Evolution of the number of buidlings and dwellings
per region 1995-2021

Age of buidlings per region 2021

On 1 January 2021, Belgium 
had 4,590,838 buildings. Since 
1995, the number of buildings 
has risen by 15%. The number 
of dwellings rose over the same 
period by 27% to 5,631,637. 
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Brussels-Capital Region

HOLIDAYS  
AND TRAVELS

In 2021, Belgians made about 7 million fewer trips, or a 32% decline compared to 2019.

Number of dwellings Number of buildings

Number of trips per month by destination (x 1000) 2019 and 2021 
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Especially in the first half 
of 2021, when the tourism 
sector was also partially 
closed, the number of trips 
was half as high (-56%) as two 
years earlier. In the second 
half of the year, there was a 
recovery, although there too 
a decline of 15% can be seen.

Trips per main destination 2019 and 2021

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

SpainGermanyItalyThe NetherlandsFranceBelgium

2019 2021

With an increase of one and 
a half million domestic trips 
and a decrease of about 
nine million trips abroad in 
2021 compared to 2019, it is 
mainly domestic trips that 
compensate for the decline 
in tourism in 2021.

Brussels-Capital Region

Walloon Region

Flemish Region
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Trips of 4 nights and more by destination 
and main type of accommodation 2021
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52. 53.CONSUMPTION – HOUSING – TOURISM



OVERNIGHT STAYS  
IN BELGIUM

Number of overnight stays - Belgium and regions 2019-2021*

Number of overnight stays per accommodation type 2019-2021
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29,220,847 overnight stays 
have been booked in Belgium 
in 2021. That is a 45% increase 
compared to 2020, but still 
a 31% decrease compared to 
2019. The increase was the 
smallest in the Brussels-Capital 
Region with an increase 
of 33% compared to 2020. 
Compared to 2019 there is 
still a significant decrease 
(-68%). In the Walloon Region, 
there was a 37% increase 

compared to 2020 and a 20% 
decrease compared to 2019. 
The Flemish Region registered 
an increase of 50% compared 
to 2020 and a decrease of 25% 
compared to 2019.  Hotels 
were the most impacted by 
the COVID-19 crisis with a 
48% decrease compared to 
2019. Holiday parks and youth 
hostels remained also seriously 
affected with decreases of 
33% and 37% compared to 

2019. In camping sites, they 
were again as many overnight 
stays in 2021 as in 2019. In 2021, 
there were still fewer overnight 
stays of foreign tourists than 
in 2019 (-63%). The number of 
overnight stays of domestic 
tourists is again at the same 
level as in 2019. In 2021, 
domestic tourists accounted 
for 73% of overnight stays.

Hotels
Youth hostels
Holiday centres and villages
Holiday homes
Guest rooms
Holiday accommodations
Camping sites

2019 2020 

*The figures include both holidays and stays related to congresses, seminars, conferences 
and other professional purposes.

2021

Breakdown of the number of overnight stays according to the country of origin

Belgium

Unknown

2019

Abroad
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Belgium
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Using eight economic sectors and five 
indicators, Statbel shows you the 
evolution of the Belgian economy 
and labour market over the past 

five years. Some sectors experienced a similar 
evolution, others a different one.

After the exceptional dip in 2020, the number 
of passenger cars in our country increased 
again by 0.7% in 2021. The number of road 
traffic accidents also increased compared to the 
previous year, but remained significantly lower 
than in 2019.

The COVID-19 crisis still had a large impact on 
the number of air passengers. On the other 
hand, unloaded cargo transport via seaports 
reached again the 2019 level.
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The Belgian territory consists 
of 30,689 km² of land and 
3,454 km² of the North Sea. 
Wallonia accounts for 55.1% 
of that surface area, Flanders 
for 44.4% and the Brussels-
Capital Region for 0.5%. 
Agricultural lands account 
for 44.2% of the land area 
of Belgium, and forests for 

19.7%. 8.9% of the territory 
consists of residential lands 
and 7.0% is used for transport 
and telecommunications. 
Residential areas continue to 
expand year after year. Forests 
and other natural areas remain 
almost stable.

LAND USE 

Agricultural lands
13,564 km2

Woods
6,045 km2

Residential area
2,743 km2

Transport and  
telecommuni-
cation
2,156 km2

Other 
built-up 
areas
1,696 km2

Other lands and 
waters
4,485 km2

44.2%

19.7%

8.9% 7.0% 5.5%

14.6%

The number of agricultural 
and horticultural holdings is 
declining year by year. The 
total area of all farms together 
is decreasing at a much 
slower rate. In other words, 
on average, agricultural and 
horticultural holdings are 
becoming larger and larger. 
Since 1980, the average surface 
area of agricultural holdings 
has increased threefold. 
Employment in agriculture 
is also declining: 63% of the 
labour force was lost in the 
sector between 1980 and 2020. 
This decrease in the labour 
force is due to the reduction in 
the number of farms, but also 
to increased mechanisation.
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Evolution of the average size of agricultural
holdings in 1980, 2000 and 2021

Size of the different crops 2021
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In 2021, Belgium had 2,590 
organic agricultural holdings, 
a small increase compared to 
2020. In Flanders, 28 organic 
farms were added; in Wallonia 
68. Organic farming now 
accounts for 7.2% of the utilised 
Belgian agricultural area. In 
Wallonia, that share is 12.2%.

ORGANIC AGRICULTURE
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The apparent meat 
consumption stabilised at 
around 82 kg in the last 
two years. With a share of 
51.5%, pork, in all its forms, 
remains the most consumed 
meat in Belgium, ahead of 
poultry meat (19.2%) and beef 
(18.8%). Belgians seem to be 
consuming more poultry and 
other animal species in recent 
years.

The apparent consumption 
corresponds to the amount 
of meat available on the 
domestic market in a given 
year in relation to the number 
of inhabitants. It is calculated 
using a balance sheet 
approach based on production, 
imports and exports. It is not 
the actual consumption of 
meat per inhabitant. 

MEAT CONSUMPTION

Breakdown of apparent consumption 
in carcass weight in Belgium 2021

Pork
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Beef and veal

18.8%
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 Relative proportion by meat category
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In 2021, the total production of 
drinking milk was 831 million 
litres, a 7% decrease compared 
to 2020. Fresh dairy products 
(yoghurt, cream, desserts...) 
are the second largest 
category in Belgian dairy 
production with 683 million 
litres (+8% compared to 2020). 
Furthermore, 91 million kg of 
butter were produced, as well 

as 109 million kg of cheese, 
64 million litres of ice cream 
and 220 million kg of milk 
powder. Less goat’s cheese 
was produced than in previous 
years.

DAIRY PRODUCTION

 Dairy production in Belgium (in 1,000 litres or 1,000 kg) 2021

How have the economy and 
the labour market evolved over 
the past five years?  
In the following overview, 
eight economic sectors 
are examined through five 
indicators. Some sectors 

experienced a similar evolution, 
others a different one.  In each 
case, the figures for the first 
quarter of 2017 are compared 
with the figures for the first 
quarter of 2022. 

ECONOMY

Compared to the first quarter of 2017, the number of bankruptcies decreased in 
five economic sectors. This decrease is most pronounced in the accommodation 
and food service activities sector (-26.9%), but also trade (-21.1%) and administrative 
and support service activities (-13.9%) saw a sharp decline in the number of 
bankruptcies compared to five years ago. 
At the other end of the spectrum, there are two sectors where the number 
of bankruptcies was significantly higher compared to five years ago, namely 
transportation and storage (+46.4%) and the industry (+11.8%).  
A comparison of the first quarter of 2022 with the first quarter of 2021 gives a 
completely different picture. Due to the many supporting measures, the business 
courts pronounced fewer bankruptcies during the COVID-19 crisis in the first 
quarter of 2021. As a result, on an annual basis, the number of bankruptcies 
increased considerably in all sectors.

Bankruptcies

Number of bankruptcies: 1st quarter 2022
compared to 1st quarter 2017 and 2021
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Drinking milk

Fresh dairy products

Milk powder

Condensed 
milk and whey

Cheese

Goat’s cheese
Butter

830,887

683,092

219,832

77,660

109,002

7,368

90,675 Ice cream
63,843



Compared to five years 
ago, there are significantly 
more employees in the first 
quarter of 2022. The sectors 
of professional, scientific and 
technical activities (+24.9% 
employees), of information and 
communication (+15.5%) and 
of transportation and storage 
(+10.8%) experienced the 
largest increases. The number 
of employees in manufacturing 
rose the least (+2.0%).  
    
   
 

Employees

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30%
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Number of employees: 1st quarter 2022
compared to 1st quarter 2017
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Number of employees: 1st quarter 2022
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Manufacturing (-1.5%), trade 
(-2.3%) and accommodation 
and food service activities 
(-2.6%) are the only sectors 
where the number of 
employees was lower in the 
first quarter of 2022 compared 
to the fourth quarter of 2019. 
These three economic activities 
have not yet fully digested 
the negative impact of the 
COVID-19 crisis on the number 
of employees.

In almost all sectors, more 
hours were worked in the first 
quarter of 2022 compared to 
the same period in 2017. The 
professional, scientific and 
technical activities stand out, 
with 22.4% more hours worked. 
The number of hours worked 
also increased significantly in 
the sectors of information and 
communication (+13.8%) and 
transportation and storage 
(+7.1%). 

Hours worked
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Number of hours worked: 1st quarter 2022 
compared to 1st quarter 2017

Compared to five years ago, 
the number of hours worked 
in manufacturing remained 
constant and declined slightly 
in the sector of accommo-
dation and food service 
activities (-0.2%). The latter 
sector experienced a sharp 
decline in the number of hours 
worked during the COVID-19 
crisis and has not yet returned 
to its pre-crisis level.

Index of hours worked in the sector
‘accommodation and food service activities’ 
1st quarter 2017 - 1st quarter 2022
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Compared to five years ago, the 
labour cost per hour worked 
increased in all sectors. With 
an increase of +7.7%, the sector 
of accommodation and food 
service activities experienced 
the smallest increase. At the 
other end of the spectrum, 
hourly labour costs in the 
trade sector increased by 12% 
compared to the first quarter 
of 2017.

Labour costs

Labour cost: 1st quarter 2022
compared to 1st quarter 2017
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In 2021, Belgian airports had 
about 13.5 million passengers 
and just over 180,000 flights. 
The COVID-19 crisis still had a 
large impact on the number 
of passengers (-62%) and 
flights (-44%). Freight transport 
(including postal services) 
continues to rise sharply in 
2021: 2,160,640 tonnes of goods 
were transported via Liege and 
Zaventem: this is an increase of 
46% compared to 2019 and of 
30% compared to 2020.

In 2021, just over 278 million 
tonnes of goods were 
transported by road by vehicles 
registered in Belgium (lorries 
and road tractors with a 
load capacity of at least one 
tonne). This is a 1.4% increase 
compared to 2020, entirely due 
to domestic transport.

TRANSPORT

Belgian airports in 2020 & 2021:
% variation compared to 2019
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The job vacancy rate - the 
number of job vacancies 
compared to the total number 
of jobs - was significantly 
higher in the first quarter 
of 2022 compared to the 
same period in 2017. Put 
in percentage points, 
the accommodation and 
food service activities 
sector experienced the 
strongest increase, as the 
job vacancy rate rose from 
3.6% to 9.5%. But also in 
the sectors of information 
and communication 
(+3.2 percentage points), 
transportation and storage 
(+2.7 percentage points) and 

Job vacancies

Job vacancy rate: 1st quarter 2022
compared to 1st quarter 2017
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manufacturing (+2.4 percentage points) the job vacancy rate increased by more than 2 percentage 
points compared to the first quarter of 2017.  
So the job vacancy figures clearly show that the labour shortage has become more pronounced in 
recent years and that it is therefore becoming more difficult for companies to attract the desired 
profiles.

2020/2019 2021/2019

1,4% 1,8% -0,2%
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Inland navigation: transported weight in 1,000 tonnes In 2021, inland waterway vessels 
have transported just over 166 
million tonnes of goods on 
Belgian inland waterways. That 
is about ten million tonnes 
more than in 2020.

The container transport by 
inland waterway vessels 
amounted to 22.4 million 
tonnes in 2021 and increased 
by more than one million 
tonnes compared to the 
previous year. 

transported weight
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The transport of goods via 
Belgian sea ports recovered 
in 2021. The total amount 
of unloaded goods rose by 
more than ten million tonnes 
compared to 2020 and again 
reached the level of 2019. 

The amount of loaded goods 
increased by almost ten million 
tonnes compared to 2020, and 
even by more than ten million 
tonnes compared to 2019. 
The number of passengers 
remained very low despite a 

doubling compared to 2020; 
80,000 passengers, whereas 
2019 already recorded a 
historically low level with 
311,000 passengers. 

Sea transport: cargo loaded 
and unloaded in 1,000 tonnes   
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On 1 August 2021, Belgium 
had 5,927,912 passenger cars 
compared to 5,888,589 a year 
earlier. This is an increase 
of 0.7% after the small but 
remarkable decrease of 
0.01% in 2020, year of the 
COVID-19 crisis. The number 
of passenger cars increased 
by an average of 0.92% per 
year over the past ten years. 
Belgium also has 525,348 
motorcycles, 16,628 buses and 
coaches, 946,427 vehicles for 
the transport of goods, 53,899 
tractors for semi-trailers and 
200,332 agricultural tractors.

Number of passenger cars 1930-2021
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These data are derived from an experimental method developed in our data lab (data from 2020).

Registrations new vehicles in 2021:
% variation compared to 2020
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Registrations second-hand vehicles in 2021:
% variation compared to 2020
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In 1991, there was one car per 
2.51 inhabitants in Belgium. 
In 2021, that is one car per 
1.94 inhabitants: so there 
are more and more vehicles 
on our roads. Since 1991, the 
motorisation rate - the number 
of passenger cars per 1,000 
inhabitants - has increased by 
more than 29%.

Motorisation rate: passenger cars
per 1,000 inhabitants 1991-2021
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Hybrid and electric passenger 
cars together account for 5% 
of the total passenger car fleet, 
or almost 300,000 vehicles in 
2021 compared to just under 
179,000 in 2020(+67.7%). In 2021, 
there are also almost 7% fewer 
diesel cars than in the previous 
year.  
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Number of speed pedelecs registered per province and in 
the Brussels-Capital Region in 2021
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In 2021, there were 34,640 
road accidents. There were 
42,566 casualties: 38,952 light 
casualties and 3,098  serious 
casualties. 516 people lost their 
lives within 30 days after the 
accident.

Compared to 2020, there 
were 14.5% more accidents in 
2021, resulting in 14.6% more 
casualties and 3.4% more 
deaths. 

Compared to 2019, the impact 
of the COVID-19 crisis on all 
road safety indicators did 
remain significant in 2021: 
there were fewer accidents 
(-8.2%), fewer casualties (-11.0%), 
fewer deaths within 30 days 
(-19.9%), fewer serious casualties 
(-14.1%) and fewer light 
casualties (-10.6%).

January and February show a 
decrease of 24.3% and 28.2% 
respectively in road accidents 
compared to the same months 
in 2019. Only in the months of 
June, September and October 
there were more accidents 
than two years earlier.

Evolution of the number of road accidents
and casualties 2005-2021
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The restrictive measures during 
the COVID-19 crisis also had a 
positive effect on the number 
of road casualties. Although the 
decline is more pronounced at 
the beginning of the year, the 
number of traffic fatalities for 
all months except September 
and November was lower than 
in 2019. The number of deaths 
was lowest in March with 28, or 
48.1% less than in March 2019.
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Only the provinces of Limburg 
(+15.5%) and Antwerp (+3.8%) 
saw an increase in the number 
of deaths 30 days compared 
to 2019, while West Flanders 
equalled the number for 
2019. In all other provinces, 
the number of deaths has 
decreased and in Luxembourg 
(-44.9%) the total for 2019 has 
even almost halved.

Number of deaths 30 days per province 2019 and 2021
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The number of fatalities 30 days after an accident has decreased in the three regions compared to 
2019, but not to the same extent:  There were 8 deaths in the Brussels-Capital Region, which is 60% 
less than in 2019, but also half as many as in 2020.

In the Walloon region, there were 198 fatalities, which is 35.9% less than in 2019 and also 13.9% less 
than in 2020.

In Flanders, there were 310 fatalities: a slight decrease (-1.6%) in the number of deaths 30 days 
compared to 2019, but an increase of 22.5% compared to 2020.

In all provinces, the number of 
road accidents has decreased 
in 2021 compared to 2019. The 
provinces of Antwerp, West 
Flanders and East Flanders 
count the most accidents.
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Road accidents per municipality 2021
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GLOSSARY

The selection was mainly based on the complexity, ambiguity or multiple interpretations of certain 
terms.

 
Activity rate: represents the percentage of the labour force (employed + unemployed) in the total 
population within a certain age group.

Apparent consumption (meat): corresponds to the amount of meat available on the market in a 
given year in relation to the number of inhabitants, and not to the actual consumption of meat per 
inhabitant.

Bankruptcy: is declared when a company fulfils two conditions: the company is no longer able to 
pay its bills and cannot find new credit.

Consumer price index (CPI): an economic tool that measures the price changes of a range of 
goods and services that are representative of household spending patterns.

Deaths 30 days (road accidents): Any person who died on the scene or within 30 days after the 
accident.

Durable goods: goods that do not wear out immediately or, to be more precise, release their 
usefulness over time, and are not consumed all at once.

Early school leavers: persons between the ages of 18 and 24 who did not complete upper 
secondary education and who are no longer involved in any kind of education or training.

Employment rate: indicates the percentage of employed people within a certain age group.

Equivalised disposable income: is the total income of a household, after tax and other deductions, 
that is available for spending or saving.

European Union: The European Union, abbreviated as EU, is an economic and political union of 
European countries. The EU was established on 1 November 1993 (Maastricht Treaty). On 31 January 
2020, the United Kingdom left the EU. Since then the abbreviation EU-27 is used.

Excess mortality: is a temporary, special increase in the number of deaths that coincides with a 
special event, such as a flu epidemic, heat wave or COVID-19 pandemic. In other words, the number 
of actual deaths is higher than the number of expected deaths for the same period.

First registered nationality: is the nationality corresponding to the first registration of a person 
in the National Register of Natural Persons (RNPP). In case of dual nationality and if one of these 
nationalities is Belgian, they are considered as having the Belgian nationality.

Gender pay gap: is defined as the difference between the average gross hourly earnings of women 
and men, expressed as a percentage of the average earnings of men or in a formula:  
gender pay gap = (hourly earnings of men – hourly earnings of women) / hourly earnings of men.
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Motorisation rate: Number of passenger cars per 1,000 inhabitants

NACE-BEL: Belgian version of the statistical classification of economic activities in the European 
Community.

Natural balance: Difference between the number of births and the number of deaths within a 
population.

Net migration: Difference between the inflow and outflow of residents in a given territory. We talk 
about internal migration balance when relocating between the Belgian regions and about interna-
tional migration balance as the difference between the number of people entering and leaving 
Belgium.

Net taxable income: This is calculated based on personal tax declarations and comprises taxable 
income from profession, replacement income, pensions, dividends, cadastral income and support 
benefits. Untaxed income (such as child allowance and the social benefits) is not part of the taxable 
income. The reference period of the data used is always the income year 2019, i.e. the tax year 2020.

Overnight stay (tourism): is every night a guest spends or is registered in a collective accommo-
dation establishment. Overnight stays are registered by country of residence of the guest and by 
purpose of the trip.

Prosperity index: is the comparison of the average fiscal income per inhabitant of a certain 
administrative unit with the average income per inhabitant in Belgium. The prosperity index of 
Belgium is set at 100. If the prosperity index of an administrative unit is below 100, it means that the 
average income per person in that administrative unit is lower than the national average income. If, 
on the other hand, the prosperity index has a value above 100, the average income per person within 
that area is higher than the average income per Belgian.

Reference week: The Labour Force Survey is a continuous survey, which means that the sample 
is evenly spread over the 52 reference weeks of the year. The selected respondents answer a 
questionnaire mainly related to their activity in the course of a given reference week. The data 
presented reflect the averages for the year.

Risk of poverty on the basis of income (AROP): refers to the percentage of people with an 
equivalised disposable income below the poverty threshold.
The poverty threshold is set at 60% of the national median equivalised disposable income after social 
transfers.

Risk of poverty or social exclusion (AROPE): refers to the situation in which individuals are faced 
with at least one of the following 3 poverty risks: poverty on the basis of income, severe material 
deprivation and social deprivation or living in a household with very low work intensity. The AROPE 
was adjusted in 2021 following the Europe 2030 targets to better measure deprivation and to take 
better account of the social exclusion situation of people of working age..

Severe material and social deprivation (SMSD): this applies when one cannot afford at least seven 
basic goods or services.

Gross mortality rate: the ratio, expressed in per mille, between the number of deaths and the 
population in the year under review.

Health index: is in fact a more limited version of the index basket without tobacco, alcohol and 
motor fuels. Not only wages and social benefits, but also rents and insurance premiums, were linked 
to the health index instead of the consumer price index.

Household: consists either of a single person, usually living alone, or of two or more persons who, 
whether or not related, usually live in the same dwelling and live there together.

Hybrid car: is not the same as an all-electric car. The difference is that a hybrid vehicle uses two 
engines: a combustion engine and an electric motor.

Index basket: the collection of products and services on the basis of which the index is calculated.

Inflation: occurs when there is a general increase in the prices of goods and services, not just of 
individual products; this means that you can buy less today for 1 euro than you could yesterday.

Investments: are the expenditure (excluding VAT) by the VAT-registered unit for the acquisition of 
goods and services which constitute a business asset.

Job vacancy rate: is the number of job vacancies in relation to the total number of jobs in the 
enterprise.

Liable to VAT: All persons exercising an economic activity on a regular and independent basis, 
supplying goods or services covered by the VAT Code, are taxable persons. It is not important 
whether the activity is carried out for profit or not, mainly or additionally and as a main or secondary 
occupation.

Life expectancy: the estimated number of years a person is expected to live. The calculation of the 
average life expectancy at birth assumes that the probability of death during a person’s entire life 
will not change.

Low work intensity (LWI): a household where the members of working age work less than 20% of 
their potential.

Median: is the middle number in a(n) (ascending) series of numbers. This means that 50% of the 
numbers are below the median and 50% of the numbers are above the median. The advantage of a 
median is that it is less affected by outliers than the mean. 
For example, in the case of real estate sales prices, the median price is a more appropriate measure: 
so this is the price at which 50% of the transactions are cheaper and 50% are more expensive. The 
influence of extreme values for this measure is minimal or even non-existent.

Moped: moped A (two-wheeled), maximum speed 25 km/h; moped B (two-wheeled) and moped 
with 3 or 4 wheels + speed pedelecs, maximum speed 45 km/h.

Motorcycle: maximum speed of over 45 km/h (both up to 400 cc and over).
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SOURCES

Theme 1: DEMOGRAPHY – LIFE CYCLE – DIVERSITY

pp. 6-7: Eurostat, population and demography (update 11/07/2022) 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/tps00001/default/table

Population of Belgium

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/population/structure-population

pp. 8-9: Statbel, structure of the population, population density – NRNP

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/population/structure-population

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/population/population-density

The data come from The National Register of Natural Persons (NRNP), as at 1 January of the relevant 
reference period. The official population figures do not take into account the waiting register of 
asylum seekers, which comprises people with an ongoing asylum application (Law of 24 May 1994 
establishing a waiting register for foreigners who declare themselves refugees or who ask to be 
recognised as refugees). However, the figures published by Eurostat contain an estimate of people 
entered in the waiting register.

p. 10: Statbel, population movement – NRNP

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/population/population-movement

p. 11: Statbel, population - NRNP

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/population

pp. 12-13: Statbel, structure of the population, life expectancy – NRNP

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/population/structure-population

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/population/mortality-life-expectancy-and-causes-death/life-expec-
tancy-and-life-tables

The life tables (as instantaneous tables) calculated by Statbel indicate how a generation would 
die out if, throughout its existence, it were exposed to the same mortality conditions per age as in 
the specified year. In the event of a temporary health crisis with an effect on mortality, such as the 
current COVID-19 pandemic, the life table has major limitations. It is very likely, as the pandemic 
winds down, that the mortality conditions in the near future will be very different from those 
observed in the course of 2020 and, to a lesser extent, 2021. The life expectancy should therefore be 
interpreted with caution.

p. 14: Statbel, mortality, covid-19-statbel-data – NRNP and Sciensano

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/population/mortality-life-expectancy-and-causes-death/mortality

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/covid-19-statbel-data

The number of deaths resulting from COVID-19 is the number communicated daily by Sciensano: 
https://epistat.wiv-isp.be/covid/

Short-term indicators: should record as quickly and accurately as possible current and future 
economic activity, globally and for various sectors and regions separately. It typically evolves in a 
fluctuating movement, with periods of growth over a number of years alternating with periods of 
reduced activity. This succession of upward and downward movement is called the business cycle.

Speed pedelecs: fast electric bicycles registered as mopeds of category L1 or L2 with a number plate 
beginning with ‘SP’ (falls under moped class B).

Turnover: includes all amounts (excluding VAT) corresponding to the sale of goods and services by 
the VAT-registered unit to third parties in Belgium or abroad.

Unemployment rate: shows the percentage of unemployed people in the labour force (employed + 
unemployed) within a certain age group.

Working from home: refers to all work done from home. It does not necessarily involve telework, 
which is made possible by a telecommunication connection.
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pp. 25-26: Statbel, Absences - LFS 

https://statbel.fgov.be/sites/default/files/files/documents/Werk%20%26%20opleiding/9.2%20
Arbeidsmarkt/9.2.0%20Emploi%20et%20ch%C3%B4mage/Pub%20lfs_FR_28MAR22.XLSX 

pp. 27-28: Statbel, Work-related health problems- LFS 

https://statbel.fgov.be/sites/default/files/files/documents/Werk%20%26%20opleiding/9.2%20
Arbeidsmarkt/9.2.9%20Focus%20op%20de%20arbeidsmarkt/AHM%202020%20tableaux%20F.xlsx 

pp. 29-32: Statbel, taxable income - FPS Finance: Personal income tax 

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/households/taxable-income  

Fiscal statistics of the income subject to personal income tax. These statistics are compiled for each 
income year. The income year is the taxable period. The income received by the taxpayer in that 
year is subject to tax.  

pp. 33-36: Statbel, Poverty and living conditions– SILC 

https://statbel.fgov.be/nl/themas/huishoudens/armoede-en-levensomstandigheden 

“EU-SILC” (European Union - Statistics on Income and Living Conditions) is a European survey on 
income and living conditions and an important tool to map poverty and social exclusion at Belgian 
and European level.  

pp. 37: Statbel, Loneliness and happiness among Belgians – SILC 

https://statbel.fgov.be/sites/default/files/files/documents/Huishoudens/10.7%20Inkomen%20en%20
levensomstandigheden/10.7.3%20Bien%20%C3%AAtre/IALC_EN_PUBLICATION_v20220210.xlsx 

pp. 38-39: Statbel, ICT-usage in households - ICT-enquête bij huishoudens en individuen 

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/households/ict-usage-households 

This data collection from households and individuals aims to compile internationally comparable 
statistics from national indicators on the digital divide and is coupled to the Labour Force Survey as 
a special ‘ICT and Internet’ module..

p. 15: Statbel, births and fertility – Civil Registry and NRNP

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/population/births-and-fertility

The statistics on births and fertility are based on two sources: the declaration forms for births at 
the civil registry and the National Registry. The first source is the most important and the richest. It 
provides a lot of information on all children born in the country (de facto births) and on their parents. 
The second source is the fastest. However, it only provides information on the births of children 
whose mothers are registered in the National Register.

pp. 16-17: Statbel, origin of the population - NRNP

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/population/origin

Belgium is a diverse country and diversity is increasing. The demand for figures on diversity of the 
population increases year after year, from both academic world and policy makers. To meet this 
demand, Statbel decided to produce these tables on the Belgian population by origin. A time series 
from 2000 to 2022 makes it possible to study the evolution of diversity according to origin. Further 
methodological explanations of this new statistic are included in the theme page itself.

Theme 2: WORKING – INCOME – LIVING CONDITIONS

p. 20: Statbel, employment and unemployment – Labor Force Survey (LFS) 

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/work-training/labour-market/employment-and-unemployment 

The Labour Force Survey is a sample survey among private households, held throughout the year. It 
is based on the replies of almost 123,000 persons (respondents) of working age (15 and older). 

Its main objective is to classify the working age population (15 and older) into three groups 
(employed, unemployed and inactive people) and to provide descriptive and explanatory data on 
every category. This survey is also carried out in the other EU Member States and is coordinated by 
Eurostat, the statistical office of the European Union. 

p. 21: Eurostat, Employment and unemployment 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/lfs/data/database 

Latest update 11/07/2022 employment rate and unemployment rate / 27/04/2022 inactivity rate 

p. 22: Statbel, labour market- LFS 

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/work-training/labour-market 

p. 23: Statbel, training and education – LFS 

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/work-training/training-and-education 

p. 24: Eurostat and Statbel, pay gap – survey on structure and distribution of earnings, 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-datasets/-/tesem180 

Latest update 25/02/2022 

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/work-training/wages-and-labourcost/gender-pay-gap 
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THEME 3: CONSUMPTION – HOUSING – TOURISM

pp. 42-44: Statbel, Household budget - Household budget survey (HBS)

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/households/household-budget-survey-hbs

EU-HBS (European Union – Household Budget Survey or HBS) is a survey on consumption 
expenditure of households. It is an important tool to describe the consumption habits of the 
population in a year’s time, both at Belgian and European level.
The survey is also the main source to compile the consumer price index. The choice of representative 
items and their weights in the basket are deeply reviewed every two years based on the most recent 
HBS.

p. 45-47: Statbel, consumer price index (CPI)

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/consumer-prices

pp. 48-51: Statbel, house prices  (GAPD)

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/housing/real-estate

The statistic on house prices is based on the deeds of sale registered by the FPS Finances, and more 
specifically the General Administration of the Patrimonial Documentation (GAPD), better known as 
the land registry.

p. 52: Statbel, building stock (GAPD)

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/housing/building-stock

The cadastral statistics of the building stock reflect the situation of the number of buildings in 
Belgium on 1 January of the reference year.

p. 53: Statbel, survey on holidays and travels

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/households/survey-holidays-and-travels

Travel habits have been followed since 1997 via a continuous quarterly survey amongst households.

pp. 54-55: Statbel, tourist accommodations

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/enterprises/tourist-accommodations

The purpose of this survey is to measure the volume of domestic and inbound tourism, expressed in 
number of arrivals and overnight stays, by purpose of the trip and country of residence of the guest..

THEME 4: AGRICULTURE – ECONOMY – MOBILITY

p. 58: Statbel, Land use (GAPD)

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/environment/land-cover-and-use/land-use

pp. 59-62: Statbel, Farm and horticultural holdings, Organic farming (databases and surveys)

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/agriculture-fishery/farm-and-horticultural-holdings

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/agriculture-fishery/organic-farming

A comprehensive brochure with key figures on agriculture is also published every year.

p. 63: Statbel, Supply balance sheets for meat (FASFC among others)

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/agriculture-fishery/supply-balance-sheets-meat

Every year, Statbel draws up a supply balance for the main animal species based on various 
information sources, including the Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food Chain (FASFC). This 
balance establishes the relationships between production, consumption and foreign trade (and 
stocks) and makes it possible to describe the balance of resources and their use for a given product.

p. 64: Statbel, milk and milk product statistics

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/agriculture-fishery/milk-and-milk-product-statistics

Dairy statistics show the quantity of milk and cream collected from dairy farms and the products 
thereof (cow’s milk on a monthly basis, other than cow’s milk on an annual basis).

pp. 65-69: Statbel, enterprises, economic indicators (databases: btw, rsz, kbo) ; Job vacancy (JVS)

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/enterprises

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/economic-indicators

Economic indicators need to record the current and future economic activity as quickly and 
accurately as possible, both globally and for the various sectors and regions separately. This 
economic activity typically evolves in a fluctuating movement, where periods of growth alternate 
with periods of decline. This succession of upward and downward movement is called the business 
cycle.

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/work-training/labour-market/job-vacancy

Quarterly survey.

p. 69: Statbel, Air transport (airports)

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/mobility/transport/air-transport

The aeronautical statistics provide information on the number of passengers carried, the number of 
flights and the goods transported (in tonnes) on commercial flights.

p. 69: Statbel, Road freight transport

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/mobility/transport/road-freight-transport

88. 89.SOURCES

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/households/household-budget-survey-hbs
https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/consumer-prices
https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/housing/real-estate
https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/housing/building-stock
https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/households/survey-holidays-and-travels
https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/enterprises/tourist-accommodations
https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/environment/land-cover-and-use/land-use
https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/agriculture-fishery/farm-and-horticultural-holdings
https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/agriculture-fishery/organic-farming
https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/agriculture-fishery/supply-balance-sheets-meat
https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/agriculture-fishery/milk-and-milk-product-statistics
https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/enterprises
https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/economic-indicators
https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/work-training/labour-market/job-vacancy
https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/mobility/transport/air-transport
https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/mobility/transport/road-freight-transport


What does Statbel do?

Statbel is het officiële statistiekbureau van België

Statbel is the official Belgian statistical office.

Public statistics are produced in an independent manner. Statbel’s series of figures are reported on 
a weekly, monthly, quarterly or annual basis, providing a reliable and objective overview of Belgian 
society and economy. As Belgian statistical office, we ensure that this information reaches every 
citizen.

Statbel’s statistics are used on a daily basis by all those who are looking for up-to-date and correct 
figures. They may be policy makers who want to make decisions based on objective sources, 
scientists who want to support their research or journalists who are looking for information based on 
facts and statistical surveys.

Belgium in the world

As Belgian statistical office, Statbel also represents our country in the world of statistics at the 
international level. Within the European Statistical System, Statbel participates in the development 
and the implementation of the directives issued for the production and communication of statistics. 
Statbel provides Belgian data to Eurostat, the statistical office of the European Commission, among 
others. This makes it easy to compare European countries with each other in terms of population, 
employment and economy.

The vast majority of the hundred or so statistics produced by Statbel are based on national legal 
obligations or European regulations. The collection method, processing, production and communi-
cation of statistical data are also laid down in a European Code of Practice.

How does Statbel operate

The organisation 

Statbel has 315 colleagues and about 250 freelance interviewers. Every year, we interview 45,000 
households and send 26 surveys to enterprises. At the same time, 60% of the statistical output 
comes from administrative databases. Every day, Statbel publishes the latest results in news articles, 
relevant for the various target groups in society. All social and economic topics are covered on our 
website www.statbel.fgov.be, which produces more than 500 publications a year. Statbel’s results are 
reported in the media every day. Last year, more than 4,200 mentions in Belgian and international 
newspapers and news websites were recorded.

Statbel protects your privacy

Statbel collects data only to produce global and anonymous statistics and we make every effort 
within our organisation to protect this information as much as possible. In this way, the protection of 
the privacy of citizens will always be guaranteed.

ABOUT STATBEL

Weekly survey of the transport of goods by road (on Belgian territory and abroad) carried out by 
vehicles registered in Belgium and with a load capacity of at least one tonne.

p. 70: Statbel, Inland water transport (Vlaamse Waterweg and others)

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/mobility/transport/inland-water-transport-waterborne-transport

Inland water transport according to the period, the origin, the destination, the nature of the goods 
and the nature of the ship.

p. 70: Statbel, Sea transport (sea ports)

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/mobility/transport/sea-transport

Maritime statistics show the evolution of the number of seagoing vessels, the tonnage and type of 
ship, the number and weight of goods, the type of cargo, the continent of loading or unloading, the 
number of passengers, etc.

pp. 71-74: Statbel, Vehicle stock, registration of motor vehicles (DIV)

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/mobility/traffic/vehicle-stock

The vehicle fleet gives an overview of all motorised vehicles registered in Belgium on the 1st of 
august.

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/mobility/traffic/registration-motor-vehicles

This statistic provides an overview of all vehicles motorized in Belgium that were registered with the 
Vehicle Registration Department (D.I.V.) of the FPS Mobility in a certain period.

pp. 75-79: Statbel, Road accidents (Federal Police)

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/mobility/traffic/road-accidents

The information on road accidents involving personal injury is collected by the police services. 
For each accident, they draw up an official report and an analysis form with a lot of additional 
information. The collected data are then forwarded to Statbel where they are adjusted (namely by 
adding the persons who died within 30 days, obtained from the public prosecutors’ reports that are 
not included in the police database) and validated.
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All information collected by Statbel is protected by statistical confidentiality. The data are therefore 
only used for statistical and scientific purpose. So if you share data with Statbel, there will never be 
any administrative repercussions related to these data. In order to guarantee statistical confiden-
tiality, all Statbel staff members, as well as the interviewers that Statbel calls upon, have signed a 
declaration in which they confirm that they are aware of the obligations arising from statistical 
confidentiality and that they will respect it.

Statbel modernises and innovates

Every day, Statbel strives to modernise its statistical production. This is done by exploring new data 
sources, reducing the response burden and focusing on administrative simplification.  
The challenges are considerable:

• Monitoring new socio-economic trends and responding to requests for data on the impact of 
various crises (Covid-19, war in Ukraine, ...), globalisation, demographic change, new forms of 
employment, digitalisation, the collaborative economy, the circular economy, social inequalities 
and sustainable development;

• Using a range of modern communication channels to provide tailor-made statistics and data 
for different users, to raise awareness of Statbel and to increase users’ statistical literacy;

• Playing a central role in the public sector digital strategy through our expertise in data 
processing, our knowledge of available public data and the application of quality standards; 

• Strengthening partnerships with the academic world, research organisations and public 
authorities in the fields of data processing and service provision; 

• Continuing to focus on administrative simplification and reducing the response burden, 
without compromising quality. 

Statbel, for the general public…

Discover your municipality 

Statbel publishes on its website the tool “Discover your municipality - Belgian municipalities in 
figures”.

You will easily and quickly find an overview of the most important figures of your municipality, such 
as the number of inhabitants, population evolution, housing, income, road accidents, ...

Moreover, with this new tool, you can also compare your own municipality with another Belgian 
municipality. You can download the data used to create the graph in Excel format, reuse the 
illustration or share the entire dashboard of your municipality on social media.

Statbel Junior 

Statbel Junior is an educational website for teachers and pupils in 
the 4th, 5th and 6th year of primary school. Do you want to get to 
know the municipality where your school is located in an interactive 
and educational way?

Statbel Junior is the perfect tool for this. Discover the magical world 
of statistics on www.statbeljunior.be

… and for those seeking targeted data

be.STAT 

Be.stat, our online database, allows you to easily create and download tables yourself.  
https://bestat.statbel.fgov.be/bestat

Open data

Open data are public, non-personal data collected by public services in a format that can be easily 
processed in an automated way. They can be reused for commercial and non-commercial purposes.

Statbel has been offering around 400 open data files since 2015 and is gradually expanding its offer.

https://statbel.fgov.be/nl/open-data
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DataLab

Statbel publishes new statistics, methods and data sources in beta version known as Statbel 
DataLab .

As Belgian statistical office, we discover, research and develop new sources and methods, until 
they are ripe for the production of public statistics. The results of this research are published in the 
“Statbel DataLab”. This space is open to innovations and experiments, but also to collaboration, as 
we intend to take advantage of our users’ comments to refine this research.

https://statbel.fgov.be/en/news/statbel-datalab

Statbel keeps you informed

 → https://statbel.fgov.be  takes you to the home page of our website.

 → The chronological overview of news can be found at https://statbel.fgov.be/en/news

 → Subscribe to our newsletter: https://statbel.fgov.be/en/newsletter-subscription

 → A release schedule is available via https://statbel.fgov.be/en/calendar

 → Calculate your rent with the rent calculator: https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/consumer-prices/
rent-calculator

 → Quickly find a value of the consumer price index or the health index with the Index Search:  
https://statbel.fgov.be/en/themes/consumer-prices/index-search

 → Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Statbel.EN

 → Twitter: https://twitter.com/statbel_en

 → LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/statbel/
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